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of more than one remarriage immediately after the death of a first
wife."* As to widows, there is a curious entry in a chronological
list of important events which occurred in the last few years of Peshva
rule.1" On the 12th of Shravan Shudda 1729, it is stated that
widows were subjected to the shaving operation at the Nagzaii in
Poona. One would have liked to possess some further information
about this hideous performance. Again it appears that a dancing
girTs dance was among the entertainments ordinarily provided at
marriages;"1 and that not only a man's wives, but even his kept
mistresses 14S sacrificed themselves as Satis upon his death.
Looking at the facts and circumstances here collected as a whole,
we may say that we get some slight glimpse of the social and religious
condition of Maratha society during the days of the old regime. That
many things which exist now also existed then, of course, goes without
saying.1" That the Brahmanical system existed then in greater
strength than at present, is also what might naturally have been anti-
cipated. But that there should have been so many actual departures
from traditionary rule, that there should have been such schemes "con-
templated as some of those which have been here noticed, are facts
which are not in harmony with the notion that prevails in some quar-
ters, that laxity in these matters began with the introduction under
dhan, it appears that Parashuram Bhau was married when he was 13 years
inter alia Peshva's Bakhar, p. 172; Peshva Shakavali, pp. IS, 35;
Chitnis's Rajaram, H, pp. 3, 57; Samrajya Bakhar, p. 103; Vinchurkars Bakhar,
p. 6.
* "'Letters, Memoranda Ac. (K.I. Sangraha) p. 523, See Ovington, pp. 343-4,
and Tavemier, VoL n. o. 209, for some remarxs on the customs as prevalent
in their days.
lslSee inter alia Marathi Samrajya Bakhar pp. 49, 102-4; Peshva*s Bakhar
pp. 139, 161; V, J. Vistara Vol. XIII, pp. 2G3.-238. See also the Life of Ravji
Apaji (JCP.I.S.) pp. 27, 63, and compare Forbes's Oriental Memoirs VoL I, p,
81. This has precedents of quite respectable antiquity. See Kalidasa's Raghuvansa.
Canto III, Stanza 19. Taveraser often mentions such entertainments; see inter
alia VoL I, pp. 71, 87, 158, 259, 289, and compare Scott's Deccan, VoL L pp. 29,
77; Forbes (Oriental Memoirs, VoL II, p. 53) mentions that loose women used
to be in the Maratha Camps, though Shivaji's rule was absolute against it. See
Chitragupta's Life, p. 36 (also p. 150). Fryer's Travels, p. 176; see too, however,
Chitragupta p. 162.
"2See the Bhonsle Bakhar pp. 79, 119; Peshva Sakavali, j>, 10, compare
Dowson's Elliott, Vol. I, p. 6; and Beraier, p. 310. Self-immolation by widows
was controlled by the Musalrnan rulers of India. See Ovington, p. 343; Taver-
nier, VoL I, p. 210; and see Lord William Bentinck (Rulers of India Series), p,
104, From the Bhonsle Letters &c. (K.I. Sangraha) p. 12, it appears that ob
one occasion the 13 wives of a man all sacrified themselves together as Satis.
z*sln Mr. Forrest's ' Selections from Bombay State Papers, ose can see
many instances of business being delayed by reason of weddings, and formal
mournings, Holi celebrations, and unlucky constellations. See inter alia pp. 129,
130, 145, 146, 149, 150, 159, 175, 596. See also Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, VoL
II, p, 22; Dowson's Elliott, Vol. VII, p. 296. At Prof. Forrest's Bombay Selec-
tions, VoL I, p. 489, we find one example of the constellations being given to
go-by when met by firmness on the part of the British Officer with whom
business had to be transacted. See also Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, VoL HI,
p. 473, for another similar case. At Bhau Saheb*» Raifiyat, p. '0» we have a
recorded instance of how an enterprise commenced under favourable conditions
of the constellations, nevertheless resulted in failure.

